
BVD: AVOIDING PERSISTENT INFECTION
Never had a PI in your dairy? Good to hear, says Mark van der List, 
DVM, Fort Dodge Animal Health senior veterinary consultant. You�ve 
probably never had a house � re either, yet that shouldn�t convince 
you to drop your homeowner�s insurance. Here�s how to stay PI-free.

Prevention of BVD Persistent Infection with PYRAMID®
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VACCINATE TO PREVENT PERSISTENT 
INFECTION. Vaccination helps avoid creat-
ing more PI-infected calves while you test 
and cull any existing ones from the herd. 
Study results show  PYRAMID aids in the 
prevention of persistent infection against 
BVDV Type 1b or Type 2 challenge.5
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IF YOU CAN SAY your 
herd is free of persistent 
BVD infection, you should 
be congratulated � but cau-
tious. Uncontrolled BVD costs:1

� Reproductive losses such 
as early embryonic death, 
abortions, birth defects and 
congenitally infected calves � 
those infected in the womb �   
which are more likely to suc-
cumb to calfhood diseases.
� Increased rates of mastitis,  
metritis, pneumonia and other 
diseases caused by suppres-
sion of the immune system.
� Reduced calf and heifer per-
formance, leading to higher 
death loss and greater risk of 
early culling.

PI animals are the most 
important reservoir for BVD 
infection,2 so herd-wide BVD 
control requires � nding and 
eliminating any existing PIs 
and then taking steps to pre-
vent their reintroduction.

Although most PI calves will 
die as juveniles, some may 
make it into the milking herd, 
never showing signs of the dis-
ease. Consult your veterinarian 
about a number of tests avail-
able to identify them. If you 
suspect a PI in the milking 
herd, pooled, bulk-tank milk 
samples can be tested for BVD 
virus. If they�re positive, indi-

vidual sampling will be neces-
sary to locate the PI.

To prevent introducing PI 
animals to your herd, pur-
chased replacements should  
be tested before introduction. 
This is the point where many 
expanding dairies get stung3 � 
pregnant heifers can test nega-
tive but still carry a PI calf. You 
must also test the calf.

Ongoing vaccination using a 
vaccine labeled to prevent PIs,  
like PYRAMID 5 or 10, is an 
essential part of the control 
program. Vaccinating 30 days 
before breeding optimizes the 
cow�s immunity during the criti-
cal 30 to 120 days of gestation 
when the risk for PI develop-
ment is greatest. Synchroniza-
tion prior to breeding makes an 
ideal time to vaccinate.4 Any cow 
that goes more than 180 days in 
milk without settling should be 
boostered with  PYRAMID. Then, 
vaccinating with a killed vaccine 
at or near dry-o�  helps protect 
cows during the stress of calv-
ing, stimulates immune transfer 
to newborn calves via colos-
trum, and boosts the response 
to the pre-breeding vaccine to 
optimize PI protection.

Finally, you also need ongo-
ing surveillance to detect rein-
troduction of PI calves. A 
few non-vaccinated bull calves 
raised with your heifers, which 
can then be tested for blood 
titers that signal they�ve been 
exposed to the virus, make ideal 
�sentinels� to indicate the pres-
ence of a PI calf in the group.
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 USE TRIANGLE in dry cows and 
heifers followed by PYRAMID 30 days 
before breeding to help maximize 
immune response and optimize 
prevention of persistent infection.
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